
First of all welcome to 
each of you who is em-
barking on a summertime 
adventure envied by all of 
us who are not.  You 
2012 camp staff mem-
bers take up a banner 
that was first lifted in the 
50s.  You represent all of 
us who have served in 
the past and you no 
doubt will someday look 
back on this summer with 
the same sense of ac-
complishment, pride and 
fondness that has been 
true for more than 55 
years.   

Along with everything 
else you will gain comes 
a gratis one-year mem-
bership in the TAA; we 
hope you stay longer so 
check out the member-
ship application available 
from Mark McCabe. 

And welcome back to all 
Tomahawk Alumni Asso-
ciation members.  Your 
loyalty to camp and the 
association are appreci-
ated.  As you might know, 
our purposes are to de-
velop social activities for 
current and past staff 
members; to spread the 
word about Tomahawk, 
encourage communica-
tion among our members 
and keep you informed 
about the camp; and be 
of service and support to 
the camp and council.  
You are a big part of TAA 
accomplishments so far. 

Those of you who have 
read this newsletter in the 
past will notice changes.  
One goal of the TAA 
board is to improve mem-
ber communication in 
2012.  A newsletter with 
color, more pictures, 

camp history stories, 
guest articles and mem-
ber spotlights will become 
the norm.  Anyone wish-
ing to contribute stories, 
pictures or comments 
should contact Jim Frost 
at jimgfrost @gmail.com. 

Our website will also be 
brought up to date and 
expanded.  Facebook will 
be utilized and informa-
tion on alumni associa-
tion programs and events 
will be widely circulated.  
Joe Filipas will head the 
effort; those wanting to 
help may contact him at 
jfilipas @gmail.com. 

So, again, welcome!  

Hereôs to a revitalized 

association and a future 

of support for Tomahawk 

and involvement with its 

staff alumni. 
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Scouting was organized in the Twin Cities in 1910, the same year the Boy Scouts of 
America was founded in Washington, D.C.  There were councils in both the Minneapolis 
and St. Paul areasðeventually Viking and Indianhead respectively.  In 2005 the two 
merged to become Northern Star Council. 
 
The council is one of the countryôs five largest; it serves 113,000 young persons in 21 
Minnesota and four Wisconsin counties. 
 
Northern Star Council owns and operates seven camps with activities and programs that 
span all Scout camping levels.  Included are 2,400-acre Many Point Scout Camp, east of 
Detroit Lakes near Ponsford, Minnesota, and 3,000-acre Tomahawk Scout Reservation.  
Tomahawkôs predecessors include the old St. Paul councilôs St. Croix River Camp (still 
operating as Fred C. Andersen Scout Camp) near Stillwater, and Camp Neibel (closed in 
1954) at Balsam Lake, Wisconsin.    

Welcome to the TAA!  
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Dates to Remember  

Saturday, May 12ð
Service Day at 
Camp 

Thursday, July 19ð
Camp-wide Sparkler 

Tuesdays, April 10, 
October 2 and No-
vember 13ðTAA 
Board Meetings 

The date for Decem-
berôs holiday party will 
be announced in the 
July newsletter.  
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The TAA board met on February 28 
with new members Bill Dorgan, Joe 
Filipas, Matt Folsom and Carol Kelsey 
in attendance along with Larry Moser, 
president, Tom Creager, Jim Frost, 
Keith Johansen, Mark McCabe, and 
Greg Rohde; new member Dave 
Albrecht was out of town. 

It was reported that the associationôs 
total assets are approximately $3,400; 
also that there are 137 members plus 
this yearôs staff members who receive 
gratis membership.  Revised and up-
dated articles of association were dis-
cussed and approved.  The articles 
serve as our bylaws and will be posted 
on the TAA website (http://
alumni.camptomahawk.org/). 

It was agreed that in 2012 the following 
goals will be pursued. 

Establish a top instructor award 

program 

Improve communication tools and 

techniques 

graded.  Filipas will be the new web-
master and Frost will continue as news-
letter editor.  

For 2012 there will be four staff awards 
for excellence in instructing presented 
by the alumni association, one for each 
sub-camp.  Specifics, including exactly 
what the award will consist of and the 
selection process will be finalized at the 
next board meeting.  

Following dates were approved. 

May 12ðService Weekend (the week-
end is basically a one-day event with 
association members and others wel-
come to come Friday and stay Sunday 
if they wish.)  Greg Rhode will head up 
the effort for the TAA. 

July 19ðAssociation-supported camp 
staff Sparkler. 

April 10, October 2 and November 13 
(if necessary)ðTAA board meetings;  6 
p.m. either at the St. Paul office or Base 
Camp at Fort Snelling.  All members of 
the association are welcome to attend.  

Spring is an exciting time of year for the BSA.  Our camps are 
being readied for another busy summer season, staff is being 
assembled, and Scouts are getting registered for camp.  As 
always Tomahawk alumni members are welcome to visit camp 
throughout the summer.  This summer youôll notice a few addi-
tions to our program including wind surfing for our older 
Scouts and a 150-year-old cabin we are reconstructing at our 
Logging Camp outpost. We are also offering photography 
merit badge and the new kayaking merit badge.  

Many of you currently support our annual campaign, Friends 
of Scouting.  This fund provides resources to build and main-
tain the foundations of Scouting.  Scouts benefit from having 

trained leaders, seven different council camps to use 
throughout the year, meeting space to conduct troop meet-
ings, and resources to complete merit badges. These things 
would not be possible without donations to the annual fund.  
If you havenôt donated to the 2012 Friends of Scouting cam-
paign I ask that you consider contributing. A gift of any 
amount is greatly appreciated. You may donate online at 
http://www.northernstarbsa.org/SupportScouting.  Thank you 
for helping to ensure a strong Scouting program all year 
around.  

And I hope to see you at camp this summer!   

Mark McCabe, Director. 

PA G E 2  

Develop a project to flesh out 

Tomahawk history   

Develop a program to improve ac-

cessibility for those with special 
needs  

Consider recruiting all-star 

(provisional) Scoutmasters 

Explore a longer term project to 

encourage hiking, such as a me-
morial or alumni trail with some sort 
of incentive or recognition for com-
pletion, and possibly incorporating 
exploring, map orienteering and/or 
geo-caching.     

Consensus was that one of the 
strengths of the association can be a 
well defined and widely supported effort 
to improve Tomahawk. 

Board members discussed member-
ship, the website and newsletter.  It was 
agreed that a plan for increasing mem-
bership should be developed, and that 
the website and newsletter will be up-

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 
I am pleased and proud to serve as your TAA president this year.  I hope to see many of you at Tomahawk for our spring service 
day on May 12. 
 
As you can see from the board meeting story above, in February we set goals for 2012. Along with finalizing our camp staff in-
structor award, expanding our dues-paying membership is of prime importance.  With your help, these and the other goals are 
achievable and will go a long way toward fulfilling the associationôs purpose.  If you would like to help with any of the goals or 
have any other ideas for the association board please contact me at moserlarry@gmail.com. 
 
Also, take a look at Don Kelseyôs story on page four.  If you answer all or even some of the same questions we asked him and 
send them to me, weôll use your story on our website or in the newsletter.  Thanks, Larry Moser. 

T O M A H A W K  A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N 

Notes f rom the Reservat ion Director. . .  

TAA Board Welcomes New Members, Lists 
Goals and Sets Camp Service Day Date  

http://www.northernstarbsa.org/SupportScouting
mailto:moserlarry@gmail.com


In 1948, Aksel Nielsen acquired most of the land that is 
now Tomahawk Scout Reservation from lumberman Tony 
Hane.  Charles Elver, for whom the road to Tomahawkôs 
entrance is named, was a previous owner.   Nielsen, a 
Chicago businessperson, planned to use it to graze cattle.   
 
In 1952, the St. Paul Area Councilôs Camp Neibel at Bal-
sam Lake had become too small.  Council staff members 
were looking for land to purchase for a new camp and 
heard about Nielsenôs property on Long Lake.  In contrast 
to the cabins and resorts that had sprung up on the west 
shore Nielsenôs property was virtually undeveloped. 

C. D. Caldwell, council field staff director, and Lloyd 
Knutson, a council district executive, were tasked with 
visiting the area and looking at the property.  They 
were not sure about the condition of the roads so they 
rented a boat at Grand View Lodge and rowed across 
the windy lake.  They ended up at the south end and 
hiked east to about where the campôs service en-
trance is now.  Then they found a logging road that 
took them west past Lake Elizabeth (Nielsen) and fi-
nally back to Long Lake. 
 
As might be expected, the beauty of the property, as 
well as its potential for a Scout camp, moved the two 
executives and many others.  In December 1952 the 
councilôs executive committee approved the purchase 
of 1,950 acres of land with 7.5 miles of shoreline for 
$48,199.  The deal was consummated when a con-
tract was signed on Feb. 14, 1953.  Although not yet 
namedðit would be later in a council-wide contestð
Tomahawk Scout Reservation came into being. 
 

Footnotes to the Deal  

1) Before coming to terms with the St. Paul Area 
Council in 1952-53, Aksel Nielsen had already 
sold five lakeside acres near what became the 
campôs original entrance.  The land was platted for 
home sites but was not resold or developed until 
around 2008.  Scout Road has always been a 
public thoroughfare past the sites as far as the 
camp rangerôs residence. 

2) Nielsen had also sold three larger parcels, two of 
which the council has since acquiredðthe Rose-
boom and Rindsig family farms.  The third was 
initially owned by a Chicago area Boy Scout coun-
cil and now by private parties. 

3) A final parcel on Long Lake, the McQueen family 
property, approximately across from Butternut 
Hills Golf Course, recently became part of Toma-
hawk via a trade for two lots on Scout Road. 

4) Each of these was an important consideration in 
the decision to situate the new main entrance and 
Berglund Welcome Center farther north near 
White Pine Camp. 

5) Finally, total cost to the council for all parcels 
(including another small one purchased from Ak-
sel Nielsen) was $4,325,000.  In 2009 the land 
alone was estimated to have a market value of 
$130,000,000 based on its size and 13 miles of 
Long Lake shoreline. 

 

*This article is part of an ongoing series on Tomahawkôs 
history taken from the exhibit in the Berglund Welcome 
Center at camp.  
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Tomahawk Today  
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A Great Deal Is Made* 


